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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restriction 

1 . Claims 1 4, 25, and 26 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 3 7 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species and group, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barnes et al(6, 132,480) in view of Johnson et al(6, 136,1 14). 

Barnes et al discloses an igniter composition used in inflatable devices such as vehicle 
occupant restraint devices which are in a housing and act to ignite a gas generant composition 
which inflates the air bag(see col. 1). The igniter composition comprises 10-25 % boron, 55-80 
% of an oxidizer such as KN0 3 , and 10-25 % of an organic gas-producing fuel such as guanidine 
nitrate. Barnes et al does not specifically suggest the use of the igniter in a micro-gas generator. 

Johnson et al teaches a micro gas generator that contains an igniter composition. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the igniter composition of Barnes in a micro-gas generator because 
Barnes suggests that it can be used to ignite a gas generant and also because Johnson et al teaches 
the use of igniter compositions with a micro gas generator. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Aileen Felton whose telephone number is (703) 306-5751. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone, can be reached on (703) 306-4198. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Aileen B. Felton 



